
Long-term legacies of wars

Francisco Villamil

War, peace, and political violence

UC3M, Fall 2024

1/52









The consequences of wars

• Legacies of violence

→ attitudes, identities, ideologies, etc

• Social processes of war

→ how social life changes as a result of war

• Institutional consequences

→ what happens to the state?

• Economic consequences

→ how does growth and inequality change?

• Differences between interstate and civil wars?
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The legacies of violence

• What are the long-term consequences of specific events of violence?
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Long-term consequences of violence

• Do specific events of violence matter?

• Or is it about discourses and conflict-wide effects?

→ If my relative, friend, neighbor was killed, would that change the way

I think politically?

• A lot of this depends on what we think about how wartime violence

happens and whether what happens in a war leaves legacies
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Backfiring argument

• A key idea is that those who suffer or are exposed to violence are

more likely to reject the perpetrator (or the group linked to

violence)

• This is usually called the backfiring argument

• Old idea: “The seed of revolution is repression” (W. Wilson)
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Thinking about legacies of wars

Wartime behavior/targeting?

Pre-determined Endogenous

Effects prevail?

No

Yes

Hardening

thesis

‘Photo-finish’

model

Civil wars are

irrelevant

‘Wicked

games’
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Does violence always backfire?

The family had come to accept their secret, and silence helped them to

reconcile their experiences with their present reality. They did not dream of

revenge [...], neither did they did dream of freedom. They even thought that

Franco was a good man who knew nothing of the crimes, injustices, and

miseries committed against people like themselves. When Franco came to

Almeria, they went to cheer him.

(Account of a victimized family in Almeria, 1957. Cazorla-Sánchez 2009, 3)
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Long-term legacies

• It’s not only about the consequences of wartime violence
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Social processes of civil wars

• Civil wars not only involve changes at the higher power levels, but

fundamentally change social and political dynamics at the local level

Impact on civilian life

• Changes in local actors, practices, institutions, etc often have

long-term consequences in the postwar period
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Social processes of civil wars

1. Political mobilization

• Prewar mobilization, social movements, wartime mobilization and

recruitment, etc

• Civilians get much more involved in politics during wars, not only in

terms of recruitment, but also in other forms of collective action,

offering non-military support, etc

• Mobilization varies a lot and depends on armed groups

(collaboration networks vs coercion or forced recruitment, etc),

wartime events (e.g. reaction to civilian victimization), civilian

social structures, etc
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Social processes of civil wars

Patrullas de Autodefensa Civil

(Guatemala)
Rondas campesinas (Peru)
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Social processes of civil wars

2. Polarization of identities

• Role of mobilization, militarization, violence, etc

• Remember Kalyvas: local cleavages 6= master divisions, at least at

the beginning

• But as the war goes on, increased alignment, as people choose

sides:

a. Opportunistic choice

b. Looking for protection

c. Moral outrage

• Variation within a single conflict: Getting caught ‘between two

fires’? Is it possible to stay neutral? etc
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Social processes of civil wars

3. Gender roles

• War transforms gender roles, with likely long-term consequences

• Women combatants comprised more than a quarter of the insurgent

force in many civil wars (Peru, Sri Lanka, ...), which introduces a

huge change to their traditional social roles

• Also: women from rural, isolated areas becoming interlocutors with

the state, looking for detainees, etc
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Micro and macro

• Legacies and social processes usually refer to micro-level

consequences

→ This means that we often see variation in violence and in how war

impacts social life, and therefore consequences vary

• But some consequences of war are more related to macro outcomes

Economic growth, patterns of inequality, institutions, etc
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Economic consequences

• War explains growth collapse in developing countries since the 70s

• It’s difficult to measure it

→ Reverse causality: same problem with the effect of economic growth

on conflict

→ What if a bad economic situation is the continuation of pre-war

trends?

• The question is how it affects the economy, e.g.

→ Different conflicts, different effects?

→ How long its legacies last? How?
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Economic consequences of war

• Main argument: inequality only

decreases after mass violence or

catastrophes

• The ‘Four Horsemen’ of leveling:

mass-mobilization warfare,

transformative revolutions, state

collapse, and catastrophic plagues

• Situations when the rich have more to

lose and/or the poor increase their

relative power

Walter Scheidel (2018)
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Scheidel’s The great leveler

• Inter-state wars that involve mass-mobilization decrease inequality

• Different to pre-modern wars (winers win, losers lose, more inequality)

• What about civil wars? Similar to pre-modern wars, inequality

increases: increased value of capital, war confiscations, etc

→ Civil war 6= revolution, but often go together
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Inequality over time

Europe
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Inequality over time

United States
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Social and institutional legacies

• How do wars impact macro-level sociopolitical institutions?

• Probably the most important thing and what we know less about
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Social and institutional legacies

• War and state development in medieval Europe, but does that

apply to civil war?

• Unclear, in many cases, a weak state is the product of civil wars

• But for example, the case of Uganda: Museveni established local

councils during the civil war, which were later scaled up in the

post-war period
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